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As you can see, a new 
“Fearless Leader” is in 
da house!   Welcome, 
Jamye.   As before, we 

will continue with 
the Fearless Leader 

column, just with a new leader.  
For this month, we thought it 
would be appropriate just to in-
clude Jamye’s bio.  So here ‘tis: 
 
Jamye Casperson has 29 years of 

experience directing elementary, 

middle school and high school 

choirs.  She is currently teaching 

piano and guitar classes and con-

ducting 4 choirs at Lakeville North 

High School.  She has directed mu-

sicals at the junior high level and 

high school level for 25 years.  

Jamye received her Bachelor’s De-

gree in Music Education at Luther 

College and earned her Master’s 

Degree in Teaching and Learning 

from St. Mary’s University.  She 

accompanies the adult choir and is 

the contemporary worship pianist 

at St. John’s Lutheran Church in 

Lakeville.  She has directed chil-

dren’s and community choirs in the 

area, taught private piano lessons 

and served as the State 7/8 Honor 

Choir chair for ACDA of Minneso-

ta and as the ACDA-MN Reper-

toire and Standards chair for Mid-

dle School choirs in the past.  

Jamye lives in Lakeville with her 

husband, Dave and has two adult 

children, Caitlin and Jake.   

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

From Fearless Leader... 

Jamye Casperson 

Some final thanks for Paul Wigley 

Relentlessly upbeat 
Willing all to succeed 

With sharing and caring 
Wears his heart on his sleeve 

Many years ago, I joined the Commodores because they had hired a director whose 

great musical reputation preceded him and that was the beginning of what has been a 

lasting and wonderful Barbershop experience with Paul. 
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Minneapolis,  Minn. Chapter 
Land O’Lakes  District, BHS 

Meetings every Tuesday, 7:00  p.m. 
House of Prayer Lutheran Church 

7625 Chicago Avenue South 
Richfield, MN 55423 

 
  Chapter Officers  

President…….…Dave Casperson    9524/324922 
Past Pres. ………...........Blake Wanger 
Marketing/PR VP…...Steve Grady     952/334-7500 
VP Music /Perform…     Carl Pinard  612/927-9363 
VP Membership…Neal Mortenson    612-600-9843 
Program VP.…….…Bill Dahl           605-595-5172 
Secretary……...........…......Bill Warp 763/531-2290  
Treasurer ……....Andy Richards        651/639-9312 
VP Technology……………………...Paul Swanson 

 
Board Members 

 
At-Large 

Shawn Hunter…………………...…...651/341-1373 
Harvey Weiss………..……………....763-439-4447 
Dan Slattery………………………….651-747-6384 
Dan Williams………………………...952-334-1369 
  
 

Directors 
Director…………...…………...…Jamye Casperson 
Assistant Director…………………..  Dave Speidel 

Section Leaders 
Tenor Section Leader ……..…...……...Steve Grady 
Lead Section Leader. ……..………...Shawn Hunter 
                                               Assistant - Dan Smith 
Bari Section Leaders ……....…..….….Dave Speidel 
                                           Assistant - Matt Richards 
Bass Section Leaders……………...Dave Casperson 

Committee Chairmen 
Altruistic Programs Chairman…….…..Denny Maas 
Audio/Visual Mgr……………….. ….Kirk Douglas 
2020 Show Chairman……….………Andy Richards 
Summer Afterglow Chairman……........Kaleb Smith 
Attendance/Sgt.-at-Arms…….…………......Vacant 
BOTY Party Chairman.................Mark Ortenburger 
Chord-Inator Staff  
Editor ……………….….….……..…Shawn Hunter 

Senior Columnist….……..….…..….Jim Erickson 
Chorus Manager…………………….....Dan Slattery 
                                   Assistant - Neal Mortenson 
Chorus Performance Managers……   .....John Lloyd 
                                                       .. Bob Ostergaard 
                                                             Harvey Weiss 
Grants Research…………..……...…….…...Vacant 
Groupanizer Administrator……...…..Matt Richards 
Harmony Foundation…...…...........…….......Vacant 
Historian …………………...Dick Riemenschneider 
Learning Tracks…….……….....…… …. ....Vacant 
Librarian………………..…..……….….Carl Pinard 
Name Tags ………………...………….Dan Slattery 
Nut Sales Chairman……   …Dick Riemenschneider 
Northern Pines Brigade President…. ..Dave Speidel  
Performance Mgr………….…….…...Paul Swanson 
Presentation Chairman……..…...…..……....Vacant 
Quartet Promotion…………. ...………….Vacant 
Riser Boss(temp)……….….…..………...Dan Cole  
Singing Valentines……..…….  …..Neal Mortenson 
Sunshine ……………………...…Mark Bloomquist 
Swipe Editor ………..………………........Bill Warp 
Tickets/A-Commodears President..…..Diana Pinard 
Uniform Committee Chairman… ……..…...Vacant 
Uniforms (Dress & Casual)………….Dan Williams 

NUT$$$$$$$ 
 
 
 
Congrats to Dick Riemenschneider, his terrific team, and all 
those Commodores who sold and/or bought nuts.  The nut sale 
netted a record $12,000 for the Chapter.   THANKS to all. 

See you at the Brigade! 

It is once again time for the Northern Pines Harmony Brigade to gath-

er for a weekend of fun, laughter, and great comradery singing in pick

-up quartets.   If you are a member, we will see you there for the 

whole weekend.  If you are not a member, come on down for the 

FREE show on Saturday evening (2/22) at 7:30 p.m. at the Crowne 

Plaza in Plymouth.  The show will feature the 2017 LOL champions, 

The Border Project.  I guarantee it will be a GREAT time! 
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Hi, Everyone! 

 

This message 

marks a number 

of new begin-

nings for both me 

and the Commo-

dores, and I’m excited to start 

2020 off with a real bang! 

 
First, although this is not the first 

article I’ve written for the Chordi-

nator (it’s been quite a while), it is 

the first I’ve submitted as the 

chapter president. I must say that I 

am humbled to be asked to serve 

in a leadership position with the 

Commodores. There are a lot of 

‘big shoes’ to fill when I consider 

all of the leaders this chapter has 

had. There are so many guys that I 

admire in this organization, and 

my hope is that I can do the posi-

tion justice, and help move the 

Commodores forward. 

 
Additionally, we are seeing a 

change in front-line directors of 

this chapter. It has been said many 

times, but I want to take this op-

portunity to say thank you to Paul 

Wigley for his wonderful direc-

torial leadership for nearly the 

past 20 years. I am also happy that 

Paul plans on remaining as an ac-

tive member of the Commodores 

(when he’s not in sunny Florida), 

and we can all look forward to his 

continuing positive influence on 

our chorus. He will continue to be 

invaluable to us as an assistant 

director and voice coach, as well 

as being a strong singer with our 

group. 

 

Along with wishing Paul a fond 

farewell as our director, I am ex-

cited to welcome Jamye Casper-

son as our new director. Many of 

you have already mentioned to me 

your appreciation for her energy, 

enthusiasm and her sense of ca-

maraderie with our group. We 

will certainly benefit from her en-

ergy, her musical insights and her 

overall direction moving forward, 

and I hope that you all share a 

sense of anticipation and excite-

ment about the possibilities that 

are to come. 

 
In January, a number of Commo-

dores board members attended the 

Land O’ Lakes Leadership Acade-

my (formerly C.O.T.S.) at UW-

River Falls. I found the Presi-

dents’ Course to be very worth-

while, and I was able to learn a lot 

of good things about being a 

chapter leader as well as leader-

ship in general. I learned that part 

of being an organizational leader 

is setting a clear vision for the 

group you are leading. And alt-

hough the goals and vision I 

would have for the Commodores 

is not different from the great 

work we have been doing, I hope 

that I can positively impact what 

we do and how we do it. 

 

To that end, I have been thinking 

a lot about what kind of vision I 

have for our chapter. I will share 

specifics as we go along, but the 

‘twenty thousand foot view’ is 

this: I would like to see growth in 

our chapter membership, and I 

would like to see improvements in 

our performance, which is the end 

product that we share with  our 

audiences. There are many things 

that we can do to realize this vi-

sion and will work closely with 

the board to iron out details and 

create plans of action. 

 

I would also encourage and wel-

come each one of you to be an 

active participant in moving the 

Commodores forward. I have a 

completely open door policy to-

ward leading the Commodores, 

and I hope that you all feel com-

fortable approaching me with 

your thoughts, ideas, questions 

and even concerns, because to-

gether we can make sure that the 

Commodores remains a strong, 

vibrant organization long into the 

future. 

 

It’s Great To Be A Commodore! 

 
 Dave Casperson, President of  

Minneapolis Commodores 

 
 

President’s Corner 

Dave Casperson 
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Following a rigorous selection process, Crescent Cove was chosen as our new charity.    Thanks to Denny 

Maas , his entire committee, and the Board for making this possible.   

Crescent Cove offers care and support to children and young adults with a shortened life-expectancy, and to 

their families who love them. Around the United States, there are over 4,700 hospice homes for adults; the 

Crescent Cove Respite & Hospice Home for Kids is Minnesota's first and only home designed just for children 

and their unique needs, and just the third of its kind in the United States. A vibrant and joyful home-away-from 

home, our goal is to help families feel Embraced, Assured, and Celebrated.  

The Minneapolis Commodores are now officially listed as sponsors of Crescent Cove at https://one.bidpal.net/

homeplategala/custom/custom5.   At their recent Gala, a $2500 cash donation was given and four tickets to the 

Annual Show were donated to the Silent Auction which added another $100. Denny and Sharyn Maas also do-

nated to the auction “A Day on Prior Lake which added about $200 making our total contribution about $2800.  

 

(Included below an excerpt of Crescent Cove’s summary and thank you note to those participating in the event. 

I also thought you might be interested in seeing some real All Star Baseball Card heroes. ) 

Crescent Cove “Home Plate” Gala was a Success!  

More than 600 guests joined us on Saturday, January 25 for our 8th annual Home Plate Gala! The evening 

showcased our mission through introducing guests to our Crescent Cove kids, two of our Crescent Cove fami-

lies, and raising over $335K to support our $2M annual operating budget.  

Thank you to all who joined us, to our Gala Committee for putting on a fantastic event, to our sponsors includ-

ing presenting sponsor Risbrudt-Eian Charitable Trust, and to the members of the Harmon Killebrew Hospice 

Home for Kids Endowment Fund Advisory Committee for honoring Harmon's legacy!  

Crescent Cove Kids featured at the Home Plate Gala  

Guests at the Home Plate Gala were introduced to ten Crescent Cove kids featured on their very own baseball 

cards. Each table at the Gala had baseball cards on it. One of the cards is shown below.  

The Gala was attended by Blake Wanger,(Past President), Steve Grady (Marketing VP), Dave Casperson 

(President), Denny Maas (Community Outreach Chair), and Sharyn Maas (not pictured). The lovely lady we 

bookend is Tara Anderson our Crescent Cove Contact and Event Organizer.  

Crescent Cove Selected as New Charity 
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Georgia Grind 
By Jim Erickson, Back-glancing 
Baritone 

 

Since the Com-
modores are sing-
ing the “Lazy 
Days” song at 
their annual 
spring concert this 
year, I decided to 
use an excerpt 
from the article I 

wrote in August of 2014. In it I de-
scribed the near-tragedy in my 
performance of the baritone part in 
the quartet, Polar Fourtex, at the 
Harmony Brigade weekend. The 
article was written several months 
after the middle of the winter Bri-
gade. You know, that winter where 
we endured a colossal season of 
cold and snow. Being a summer 
article, you will have to read it jux-
taposing cold and warm thoughts, a 
feat easily accomplished by the in-
telligent reader you so obviously 
are. Here goes: 
 
“It IS the Dog Days of Summer! 
The trees are still brown from last 
winter’s harassing weather. The 
skies are green during some pretty 
rough storms. The water, too, is 
green from a glorious algae bloom 
and even though you don’t have to 
ask, ‘How high’s the water, Mom-
ma?’ anymore, levels are just start-
ing to recede from record highs. 
Here in Minnesota we are adding 
another zero to our state slogan, so 
it now reads, ‘Land of 100,000 
lakes’ (and some puddles you 
wouldn’t believe). And with a cou-
ple of unusually colder days recent-
ly, autumn is already faintly beck-
oning in the headlights, even 
though down the road a bit. Man, 
I’m not ready for this. Not at all! 
 
Now, as a dedicated Barbershop-
per, you know that it is time to start 
to get ready for the fall event in 
which we participate. The upcom-

ing contest. Oh, I know it’s a cou-
ple of months or so away, but the 
honing begins. Cement the right 
notes, get dynamic where called 
for, work on those tuning difficul-
ties and our directors will be glad 
to add to the list just in case you 
are performance challenged. Some-
thing they occasionally have too 
little time to work in, though, is a 
healthy mental state. On that con-
test stage, will you be an energetic, 
excited singer with the adrenaline 
flowing positively, or will you be 
less than at a high level because 
you are anxious and on the edge of 
freezing up? 
 
I have been singing in quartets and 
the Commodores for something 
over 25 years. Too lazy to get out 
the info and be definite. And the 

last three years, I have sung in the 
Harmony Brigade events where 
you are asked to memorize and be 
able to sing several songs at a pret-
ty high level so that you don’t let 
your other Brigadiers down when 
you perform at the event. I must 
modestly say, over the months be-
fore, I probably sing the ten songs 
assigned well over a thousand 
times each. Maybe two thousand? 
Obviously, I don’t keep count, but 
do know that the repetitions are 
mind-boggling. Some are just on 
the difficult or tricky parts where I 
need to lock in the notes or words. 
Others just for the fun of it. By the 
time of the Brigade weekend, I feel 
I am pretty well set and have en-
joyed the musical journey.  

 
Well at last year’s event, the quar-
tet I became a part of was pretty 
good. Not the top, but ‘middlin’ 
anyway. And for the second night, 
we were assigned one of the more 
difficult songs, but not impossible 
by any means. I liked the song, 
liked to sing it, and had learned it 
well. But, in the last rehearsal be-
fore the performance, my mind just 
turned to mush. Just mush! I could 
not sing the song. Didn’t know 
where I was, where to come in, etc. 
As a baritone, I stand next to the 
bass in the quartet and even though 
I had sung this song in quartet 
practice many times and along with 
“practice-taped” versions, my train-
ing had turned to a muddy hodge-
podge of jumbled messiness. I was 
in panic mode and then some. Not 
to blame anyone, but this particular 
bass singing in my ear seemed to 
just discombobble me. As a last 
resort, I switched to stand between 
the tenor and lead. This seemed to 
help just a little, but I was still in 
swampland.  
 
Now if I were a horse someone 
gave to you, I would be one you 
would certainly want to look in the 
mouth. Even though a gift! For you 
younger singers, the horse used to 
be the main means of transporta-
tion decades ago. And if someone 
were going to sell you a horse back 
then, you would want to look it in 
the mouth to see how much the 
teeth were worn down. That would 
tell you the estimated age and may-
be health of the offered horse. You 
wouldn’t pay top price for a horse 
with a limited future. A present-day 
example is the number of miles on 
the odometer on the BMW you 
sooooo desire. If it had 500,000 
miles on it, it might be a money pit 
of repairs regardless of that car’s 
reputation, and not a good buy. But 
if it was a gift (and still running 
OK), you would ignore the over-
the-hill odometer reading. 
 

Jim Erickson 
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Same with horses’ teeth. Young 
teeth, good buy. Old teeth, good-
bye. Free horse gift? Forget about 
the teeth! You can always eat the 
horse. Well, maybe in Europe. (Is 
there a point to this meandering, 
Erickson?) Even for a baritone, my 
teeth are getting a bit worn. And 
this means that it takes me noticea-
bly longer to memorize a song, re-
member the dynamics, get the cho-
reo down pat (heaven forbid) and 
all the rest. (Can’t immediately re-
member what the rest is) But, I had 
this song down cold and with a bar-
itone showy high note at the end, I 
really had fun with it. But this 
time? 
 
A recent article by Harvey Mac-
kay listed some things that may 
help with such a mind freeze or 
choking. And as you get ready to 
appear on stage, you might keep 
some of these in mind. Maybe they 
would have helped me! 
 

Choking can be triggered by 
thinking too much. Or car-
ing too much. Individuals 
may really want to do well 
but instead of getting excit-
ed by performing well, they 
fret over possible failure. In 
wanting to do really well, 
they get unraveled by the 
pressure of the moment. 
The performance pleasure 
has vanished. The fear of 
performing poorly, remains. 
That attitude is completely 
counterproductive. Fear of 
failure is paralyzing and it 
prevents you from taking 
the risks necessary to suc-
ceed spectacularly. 
When you perform, if you 
choke or start shaking, 
blushing or having short-
ness of breath when you’re 
on stage, (or your mind 
turns to mush beforehand 
like mine did!) the follow-

ing may help control your 
anxiety.  
• Practice performing 
through the inevitable slips. 
It’s a performance. If you 
mess up, the world won’t 
end.  
• Practice in front of smaller 
groups first. 
• Relax your muscles. 
• Adopt a ritual. Lucky 
charm? Lucky shoes? What-
ever works. 
• Don’t be a perfectionist, 
but visualize yourself per-
forming your best. 
Mackay’s Moral is, “Don’t 
let choking suck the life out 
of your [performing]. 

 

So, how did I do at the Harmony 
Brigade performance? I was deter-
mined to perform regardless of the 
outcome. As I marched up to the 
pre-stage position, my mind was 
still a blank except for my concen-
trating on the first words and notes. 
I could at least do that! We got on 
stage, started well and then things 
began to fall into place. From 
somewhere all I had learned and 
practiced for so many times hap-
pened as they should have, culmi-
nating in my nailing the showy, 
high baritone note. Tons of relief 
came over me as we exited the 
stage.  
 
I don’t think what I experienced 
was really a choking in the more 
usual sense, but whatever it was, 
the temporary lobotomy was very 
distressing. What I knew was some-
where in my brain, but I couldn’t 
access it, try as I might. Maybe the 
message is that if you know your 
stuff, take a chance, get up there 
and perform. If you look foolish for 
failing, use it to write an article to 
pass on the experience like I just 
did.” 
 

Back now to the future of winter, 
2020. So that was my ‘tragedy 
averted’ quartet experience with 
performing “Lazy Day.” Hope you 
get something out of it. And, once 
again I have to relinquish to the ar-
ticles ahead, the tantalizing new 
information I have discovered 
about the origins of the Georgia 
Grind. But keep tuned! It will be 
worth every word.  
 
If you have never done so, this is a 
good time for a resolution to 
MAKE THAT BARBERSHOP 
BUCKET LIST. Sing in a quartet. 
Learn all the Polecats. Perform in a 
nursing home, before a veterans 
group, or just about any place 
where they would enjoy what you 
have to offer. Keep on recruiting, 
and hold fast to that which is good! 
 
Oh, and it wouldn’t hurt to give our 
new director, Jamye Casperson, a 
pat on the back, or thumbs up, or 
some other gesture of appreciation 
as she throws herself into the hon-
ing of the Commodores. She’s off 
to a fine start! 
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Welcome to another year of music 

and comradery with the greatest 

hobby you could ever have.  Just a 

quick reminder that many Com-

modores will again be participat-

ing in the annual Northern Pines 

Harmony Brigade quartet conven-

tion in Plymouth the weekend of 

February 21.   Everyone mark your 

calendars for Saturday, Feb. 22 for 

the big, fun-filled show.  This year 

the show is absolutely FREE, so be 

there!  Contact Dave Speidel for 

details. 

Welcome to President Dave Cas-

person and all new Board mem-

bers.  Welcome, also, to our new 

directory Jamye Casperson.  I am 

looking forward to new, fresh ideas 

and music throughout 2020 and be-

yond. 

Finally, thanks to Denny Maas and 

his committee for doing a fine job 

in choosing a really worthwhile 

new charity for us to sponsor, Cres-

cent Cove. 

Jim Richards Memorial Chord Candy # 126 

"Wassail Wassail all over the town! I put together this tag because what's 12th-Night with-
out a hearty and soulful wassail? The word wassail comes from the Anglo-
Saxon greeting Wæs þu hæl, meaning "be thou hale"—i.e., “be in good health” and often is 
celebrated around the 5th or 6th or even 17th of January for those still celebrating by the 
Gregorian calendar. Wassailing involves either going door to door and singing Yule songs/
carols, or orchard to orchard reciting incantations, promoting good harvest for the next year. 
Normally this song is sung boldly and fully, but I wanted to take this back to a swingy jazz-

waltz feel for those who would rather celebrate in a more intimate campfire setting. For those who've had 
enough Swedish Gløgg, this could be the perfect setting for you too! I gave the tag some rhythmic layering 
in the first couple measures much like the random clinking of the glasses or mugs when proposing a toast. A 
Major is a good solid key for such a tune and tenors have a nice low melody--be soulful with the slide on 
'bowl' and eventually crisscross with the leads towards the end. There's more of a presence of 6's in each 
chord unlike the renditions we all know, adding to the laid-back feel. Basses, rather than 'too' you can open 
up to a toh or tuh for the low E to carry. Enjoy! 

Paul Paddock 

Hunter’s Bullseye 

Shawn Hunter 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_English_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_English_language
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This logo is neither shared with 

the Girl Scouts nor dumped by the  

Sweet Adelines. 

                           Logo courtesy of Bob Clark            

Shawn Hunter, Bulletin Editor  

4125 Country View Dr. 

Eagan, MN  55123 

(651) 341-1373 

Shawn.h.hunter@gmail.com  

CHORD-INATOR 

MINNEAPOLIS COMMODORES 

Minneapolis Chapter of BHS 

MEETING EVERY TUES –7:00 p.m. 

Church of St. Peter 

6730 Nicollet Avenue South 

Richfield MN 55423 

GUESTS ALWAYS  WELCOME 

Chapter Quartets 

BOMP 

Dan Cole………………………….….612/940-4554 

EASY LISTENIN'  

Dan Slattery……………………... 651/747-6384 

JUST ONE MORE 

Nate Weimer……………………...316/204-8756  

SWYPE 

Mark Bloomquist………………....952/541-0232 

SILVER SCREEN 

Steve Grady………………...…….952/334-7500 

 

The Chord-Inator is available on 

the Minneapolis Chapter’s website 

minneapoliscommodores.org 

All copy and photos herein without 

a byline, as well as those opinions 

and commentaries under his by-

line, are the sole responsibility of 

the Chord-Inator Editor and do not 

necessarily reflect the views  of the 

Minneapolis Chapter Board or its 

officers. 

 LOOKING AHEAD 

Feb. 22—Brigade Show, Plymouth         

Apr 25—Annual Show 

Aug 10—Barbershop Open (golf) 
 
 

 1st  CLASS 

POSTAGE 

HERE 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

To: 


