KEEPING THE

WHOLE WORLD SINGING

®
O X

I WA
BARBERSHOP
HARMONY MINNEAPOLIS
SOCIETY COMMODORES
P,

OFFICIAL BULLETIN OF THE MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA, CHAPTER
*#¥% A CHAPTER WITH AN ENVIABLE PAST - AN UNBOUNDED FUTURE ****

10,000 LAKES DIVISION - LAND O’LAKES

JUNE 2020 - VOL. 76 - NO. 3

Dave Casperson

accustomed to
dealing with the
| COVID-19 pan-
demic, our local
community, and
subsequently communities across
the country and world, have been
jolted by yet another horrible
event. Of course, I’m speaking of
the events surrounding the death
of George Floyd.

I think that it’s a good time to do
whatever we can to let our cama-
raderie and our music be a healing
force. One way to do that is to
continue to strive to be a welcom-
ing chapter to everyone, and |
think it is important that we each

reflect on the things we are fortu-
nate to have. Speaking for myself,
it is impossible to relate to many
of the frustrations, concerns and
fears that so many in all minority
communities have on a daily ba-
sis. To a large extent, [ also “don’t
know what I don’t know.”

I do know that I’'m thankful for
my personal circumstances and
the blessings in my life, and I’'m
proud to be a member of the Min-
neapolis Commodores. This is a
group made up of so many
thoughtful, caring, compassionate
people, including spouses and sig-
nificant others. I hope that each of
you can see how fortunate we are
to not only have the opportunity to
sing and perform (well, aside from
our pandemic situation) and enjoy
each other’s company.

I know this is not the case for
many people. It is my hope that
starting with our “Summer of
Stars” series of virtual events, we

can find ways to welcome people;
people we haven’t reached out to
before. In our own way, maybe
we can create a place where eve-
ryone feels welcome and safe, and
can share a mutual passion for
music and the healing properties
that only music can bring.

If these seem like rambling
thoughts, it’s because they are.
But I felt like it was something
important to address with you be-
cause it has probably been on your
minds as much as it has been on
mine.

Let’s share what we have! It’s
QGreat to Be a Commodore!
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Georgia Grind

By Jim Erickson, Beleaguered
Baritone

For over fifteen
years, | have
written articles

| for the Chord-
Inator on too
many subjects to
% | begin counting.
Probably most
had something to
do with Barbershop singing, the
Commodores, and music of sever-
al kinds. Some wandered a bit off
those subjects, but the whole point
was to write about something oth-
er than “Don’t talk on the Risers”
and “You need to work on, etc.”
There were a few critically inept
readers who said my articles were
too long. One former Commodore
baritone (thymes with Sob All-
wrecked) delightfully described
my scratchings as a “Two-
bathroom read.” (Can you scratch-
out words on a laptop?) Subse-
quent to that quote appearing in
my article, an editor of another
chorus publication, he with an ar-
tistic bent, sent Doc Olson the
picture of an outhouse surrounded
by musical notes of some melody.
That outhouse picture has ap-
peared with each article ever
since. Another famed Barbershop-
per and apparent regular reader of
my column was Jim Richards.
He said, “Erickson’s articles are
the most ‘stream of conscious-
ness’ writing [ have ever seen.” Or
something like that. I take that as a
supreme compliment.

Jim Erickson

So, what does that have to do with
this article. Perhaps a call for kar-
ma to take its foot off the disturb-
ing occurrences pedal. In the last
very few months, we have faced a
few things that have echoed
throughout the world. The first
was the Corona Virus appearance

and rapid spread. Not that pan-
demics were unanticipated as they
had happened before in history,
but that this one through modern
travel, etc., had spread to so many
countries. Trying to keep a lid on
exposure so that the medical sys-
tem could begin to cope with new
cases, many important facets of
our lives were shut down in days.
Not just barbershop, of course, but
all sorts of group singing in en-
closed spaces were determined to
be particularly infectious. I hope
this will all shake out over the
coming months as alternatives like
Zoom meetings serve as one
means of maintaining some mo-
mentum, but suspect there will be
a “new” normal that will be our
future.

Reading the Georgia Grind

A second disturbing occurrence
was the death of George Floyd
while being detained by the po-
lice. This quickly led to spontane-
ous protests for which local au-
thorities did their best to do their
jobs. To make a point and gather
the attention of long-standing po-
lice issues, some took up violence
and destruction of neighborhood
businesses to the chagrin of those
dependent upon those very retail-
ers. Following that, hundreds
worked to restore the damage
where they could, provided food
and necessities, and all that would
go to overcome everything these
good people did not stand for. At
this time, the hope is that cooler,
smarter heads are working to pre-
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vail in connection with the right to
protest, but without damage or
injury and work toward a com-
mon, positive goal. This world
will never be perfect and there
will be consequences to those
things that are just going to hap-
pen in any society. But, the sad-
ness, fear, anger and the rest are
things we are destined to deal with
if some sort of propriety is to be
the world of the future. There
seems no acceptable alternative,
unless evil is to prevail.

Another topic, and this should
maybe have been my second one
above but I am continuing the sad-
ness, fear, anger, etc., aspect. |
have lost jobs due to downsizing,
mergers, and the like. There are
many life challenges, but the loss
of income with a wife and two
little children, is pretty devastating
in all kinds of ways. There are
some jobs (this changes from time
to time) that are so short of job-
seekers, that changing jobs is
more of an inconvenience than a
terrible event. But, when there is a
massive hindrance to a function-
ing economy such as caused by
this Corona Virus, and the work-
force is drastically changed to mil-
lions and millions of unemployed,
there is a superabundance of pain,
anger, fear, sadness, loss and all,
to go around.

So? I want to be optimistic of how
this will eventually all turn out.
But, in the meantime, we have a
ton of work to do. Some things
will require adjustments to the
new normal. Some changes will
need to be made. And, change is
harder on some, than others. Noth-
ing new there. I have to confess,
however, that these tough events
have made me sad. And the atti-
tudes and actions of some people
are very disappointing. You get it,
I am sure, and I needn’t say more.
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Minneapolis, Minn. Chapter
Land O’Lakes District, BHS
Meetings every Tuesday, 7:00 p.m.
House of Prayer Lutheran Church
7625 Chicago Avenue South

Richfield, MN 55423
Chapter Officers
President.......... Dave Casperson 9524/324922
Past Pres. ...................Blake Wanger

Marketing/PR VP......Steve Grady = 952/334-7500
VP Music /Perform...  Carl Pinard 612/927-9363
VP Membership...Neal Mortenson  612-600-9843

Program VP........... Bill Dahl 605-595-5172
Secretary.........cccee..........Bill Warp 763/531-2290
Treasurer ..........Andy Richards 651/639-9312
VP Technology.........ccoovvveiennnnnne Paul Swanson
Board Members
At-Large
Shawn Hunter................cocoeid 651/341-1373
Harvey Weiss........ocoeeeiineniinininne 763-439-4447
Dan Slattery...........coceevnenn. ....651-747-6384
Dan Williams..............ccoeeuiennnnn 952-334-1369
Directors
DIrector......ovvviieeieeiieens Jamye Casperson
Assistant Director....................... Dave Speidel
Section Leaders
Tenor Section Leader .......................Steve Grady
Lead Section Leader. .................... Shawn Hunter
Assistant - Dan Smith
Bari Section Leaders .......................Dave Speidel
Assistant - Matt Richards
Bass Section Leaders.................. Dave Casperson
Committee Chairmen
Altruistic Programs Chairman............Denny Maas
Audio/Visual Mgr.........coovuiee e Kirk Douglas
2020 Show Chairman............. ...Andy Richards
Summer Afterglow Chairman..............Kaleb Smith
Attendance/Sgt.-at-Arms........................Vacant
BOTY Party Chairman................. Mark Ortenburger
Chord-Inator Staff
Editor .....oooviiiiii Shawn Hunter
Senior Columnist.. Jim Erickson
Chorus Manager...........c..c.ceeueeneenn. Dan Slattery
Assistant - Neal Mortenson
Chorus Performance Managers...... ... John Lloyd
.. Bob Ostergaard
Harvey Weiss
Grants Research..................cooeiiii. Vacant
Groupanizer Administrator. ....Matt Richards
Harmony Foundation................................Vacant
Historian ..Dick Riemenschneider
Learning Tracks......... vev e ... Vacant
Librarian................. .......Carl Pinard
Name Tags .....coovvveviiiiiiiiiiieiiieene Dan Slattery
Nut Sales Chairman...... ...Dick Riemenschneider
Northern Pines Brigade President.... ..Dave Speidel
Performance Mgr............cc.coveienine Paul Swanson
Presentation Chairman............................Vacant
Quartet Promotion............. cceeeenininn. Vacant
Riser Boss(temp)..... viveeeenen..Dan Cole
Singing Valentines... . .....Neal Mortenson
Sunshine .........c.oooveviiiiinnn. Mark Bloomquist
Swipe Editor ............o.ooiiilL ....Bill Warp
Tickets/A-Commodears President.......Diana Pinard
Uniform Committee Chairman... ..............Vacant
Uniforms (Dress & Casual)............. Dan Williams
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(Georgia Grind, cont’d)

Anything more? Yes. We, as sing-
ers and musicians, may have a
distinct love of music. Not only
do we sing, but we perform for
others. And although we may not
be able to rehearse or be in the
presence of large audiences right
now, we can still have much mu-
sic as part of our lives. Keeping
relationships with other singers
through Zoom and other channels
helps music to be a part of us.
Practicing our skills is another
way. Listening to our favorite en-
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tertainers, songs, and music in
other forms is still another way of
keeping involved. But making and
keeping music a common thread
in the next months and years, will
help us keep this as a special

something to lean on as we move
ahead.

As always, hold fast to that which
is good (and that includes your
music) as we see ourselves
through these troubling times.

Douglas Lane Klemz was born
September 15, 1950 in Monticello
to Wilbur and Margret
(Borchardt) Klemz. He graduat-
ed from Mounds View High
School in 1968 and Anoka Tech-
nical School in 1970. He served in
the United States Marine Corps
from 1971-1973. In 1974 he mar-
ried Theresa Haneca and was
divorced in 1982. He was an elec-
trical draftsman for Ellerbee and
Michaud Cooley Erickson and
Associates where he retired as an
Associate in 2013. He was an avid
hunter, fisherman, world traveler,
and charter member of Wolf
Track Archery Club.

He was a member of the Barber-
shop Harmony Society since 1997

and sang in the choruses and two
quartets, and awarded Barber-
shopper of the Year in 2007. He
also sang in several church choirs,
lastly with Christ the King Luther-
an Church in New Brighton. He
married Nancy Elias in 2014. He
died May 14, 2020 due to Covid-
19, while in hospice care after a
long battle with cancer.
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Musings from a Bar-
bershop Curmudg-
W |eon

While paging
through a stack
of Barbershop
memorabilia
recently I came

across an arti-

cle from about
five years ago describing the
renovation of Northrop Auditori-
um on the University of Minne-
sota campus. [ was especially
struck by the information that
the major renovation would re-
duce the seating capacity of this
wonderful structure from 4800
to 2800 albeit while improving
greatly its acoustics. My imme-
diate thought was that had the
original Northrop Auditorium
only held 2800 souls, the Minne-
apolis Commodores would have
had to produce two shows for
many of the 34 years the chapter
used the facility as its show ven-
ue, in order to accommodate its
loyal customer base.

Bob Dykstra

Perhaps a bit of history is in or-
der. The Minneapolis Chapter
was chartered in 1944 and held
its first annual show in 1948 at
West High School. Beginning
in 1951 annual shows were
moved to Northrop Auditorium
where they remained through
1977. Following nine years of
using Orchestra Hall as a show
venue, we moved back to
Northrop for seven years (1987-
1993). During all the years we
performed at Northrop we pro-
duced an evening show only.

Our initial negotiations with the

University of Minnesota’s De-
partment of Concerts and Lec-
tures resulted in our chapter’s
agreeing that we would (1) pro-
vide a professional skit as part of
the show; (2) bring in at least
three outstanding “outside”
quartets for the second half of
the show; (3) provide an all-
male show, unless we received
permission to do otherwise; (4)
conduct an extensive ticket-
selling campaign; and (5) donate
a portion of the show proceeds
to the Special Equipment Fund
of the Variety Club Heart Hospi-
tal.

From the very beginning we
more than lived up to four of
the five stipulations with regu-
larity. We always prepared a
skit, usually with elaborate stag-
ing, as the entertainment vehicle
for the first half of the show. We
always had elaborate stage sets,
for many years compliments of
Merri and Mel Leipke. We al-
ways hired three or more out-
standing quartets to supplement
the chapter’s own excellent four-
somes. We contributed in the
neighborhood of $400,000 over
the years to support research ef-
forts in cardiovascular health
and treatment. And we sold
tickets! During our early years
at Northrop, show attendance
routinely exceeded 4,000 and
chapter membership was respon-
sible for a significant portion of
ticket sales. We even reached
sellouts on a few occasions, so
we needed all of those 4800
seats in the auditorium to avoid
putting on an additional show.

We apparently received special
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permission very early on to dis-
regard the stipulation that we
produce an “all-male” show be-
cause our skits always included
female characters and as early as
our second show (in 1952) we
hired the Chordettes, a popular
women’s quartet from She-
boygan, Wisconsin, and the Ar-
thur Godfrey radio and televi-
sion shows, as one of our head-
liners. I have no idea why the
University of Minnesota request-
ed (insisted on?) an all-male
show, nor why we agreed to that
stipulation, but it’s apparent that
it carried little weight in actual
practice.

That 1952 show , incidentally ,
truly lived up to its billing as a
Parade of Quartets. It featured
six chapter quartets including
the Atomic Bums; the
Chordettes; the Schmitt Broth-
ers, reigning SPEBSQSA Inter-
national Quartet Champions; the
Four Mor from Madison, Wis-
consin; the Gay Nineties from
Montevideo, Minnesota; and the
Four Corners from Eau Claire,
Wisconsin. Then, at the last mi-
nute, the Four Teens, an Air
Force quartet that four months
later was destined to be crowned
the 1952 International Quartet
Champions, found themselves in
the area and were added to the
list of performers. And.........
just in case you’re wonder-
ing...... the Commodore Chorus
also sang a few numbers. I’'m
sure that that show, like many
others that were to be held at
Northrop, exceeded three hours
in length. But in that day and
age, nobody seemed to mind.
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(Dykstra, cont’d)

One other aspect of our shows
held at Northrop is that for many
of our loyal attendees it was a
daylong experience. We held a
Pre-Glow starting at 1:00 PM at a
local downtown hotel, the same
hotel where we would stage an
After-Glow following the show.
(A unique aspect of the pre-glow
was that chapter members , if
they wished, could have two
drinks on the house, compliments
of the chapter, but had to pay for

any additional drinks themselves).
Many of our ticket buyers would
attend both the Pre-Glow and the
After-Glow in addition to the
show. Our After-Glows, in fact,
were held in a huge ballroom with
seating for hundreds of Barber-
shop enthusiasts to accommodate
those who wanted to hear more
Barbershop harmony. A signifi-
cant portion of our show clientele
would park their cars at the hotel
and use chapter-provided buses to
travel back and forth to Northrop
Auditorium. I can only imagine
these many years later what time
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the After-Glow must have ended
with all of those quartets ready to
sing some more, and with the
show, which started at 8:00 PM,
running for more than three
hours. But it was a real thrill to
be an integral part of those many
shows and I look back with much
affection to our glory days at
Northrop Auditorium.

More Brigade pictures....just to remind you what you missed!
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Hunter’s Bullseye

Shawn Hunter

My Brothers in harmony. This
is a tough issue to be sure. As
others have mentioned, with
Covid, the economy, and major
civil unrest, it is hard to even
think of other things. I am truly
blessed to be alive and well and
still singing with my Brothers,
albeit at a healthy distance. I
just want to note that come hell
or high water, the CHORDinator
will continue to go out!

A special thanks to Bob Dykstra
for stepping to the plate to con-
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tinue to offer up great memories
of the 75+ years of our Chapter.
I want to encourage any and all
of you to also send in your
thoughts for future issues.

I sincerely hope you all stay safe
and healthy. Itreally IS great to
be a Commodore. I look for-
ward to singing with all y’all in
person soon.

Jim Richards Memorial Chord Candy # 128

Kevin Keller

11. APRIL IN PARIS

\~ This month’s tag is submitted by Kevin Keller (THANKS, Kevin. Paul Pad-
~ dock could use a break!)

f April in Paris is a little tricky harmonically in spots but worth the effort. Has a
screamer of a tag and is a throwback to the way tags used to end

Tag by KEVIN KELLER
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Shawn Hunter, Bulletin Editor
4125 Country View Dr.
Eagan, MN 55123

(651) 341-1373

Shawn.h.hunter@gmail.com

All copy and photos herein without
a byline, as well as those opinions
and commentaries under his by-
line, are the sole responsibility of
the Chord-Inator Editor and do not
necessarily reflect the views of the
Minneapolis Chapter Board or its
officers.

Chapter Quartets
BOMP
Dan Cole.......coeeveviveve e e eee....612/940-4554
EASY LISTENIN'
Dan Slattery...........ccoooviiinn 651/747-6384
JUST ONE MORE
Nate Weimer............cccooeeuenna 316/204-8756
SWYPE
Mark Bloomquist.................oee 952/541-0232
SILVER SCREEN
Steve Grady.........coooviiiiinininns 952/334-7500

The Chord-Inator is available on
the Minneapolis Chapter’s website
minneapoliscommodores.org
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This logo is neither shared with
the Girl Scouts nor dumped by the

Sweet Adelines.

Logo courtesy of Bob Clark
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1st CLASS
POSTAGE
HERE

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

To:

LOOKING AHEAD

Jul 21—Eden Prairie

July 30—Hopkins

Aug 10—Barbershop Open (golf)
Dec 5—Christmas Show

May 15—Annual Show
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MINNEAPOLIS COMMODORES
Minneapolis Chapter of BHS
MEETING EVERY TUES -7:00 p.m.
Church of St. Peter

6730 Nicollet Avenue South

Richfield MN 55423

GUESTS ALWAYS WELCOME




