
I’m writing this on January 8th, 2025.  I know that for many of you the news elicited a
“Huh” or a “Wow... he was still alive?” or maybe even a “Peter who?” (Ouch).  For me
and my family, though, this was big news.

I’ve  mentioned before: Our home is now a Barbershop home.  We are ALL in.  But it
wasn’t always that way. The music of my youth, at least until I dove headlong into New
Wave, made a weird detour into Hair Band territory, and then fell in permanent and
purple love with the Minneapolis Sound and came to Funkytown?

My family’s music was dominated by another Minnesotan named Bob.  And by his
progenitors Pete and Woody.  And even more by his votaries Glenn, Lou, and Alex
(The Limeliters), Joan, Judy, Arlo, Odessa, Paul and Art, Jerry G (Dead too soon!)
and Peter, Paul, and Mary.  I have always loved, and will always love, this music and
the community action it inspired.  Thank you, Peter Yarrow.

I’m sure some of you are now asking why I’m taking precious space in the esteemed and
newly formatted (nice job, Mark!) Barbershoppy publication detailing a love for Peter
Yarrow and his ilk.  ‘Tis a good question, ‘Tis!

The answer, my friends, is blowing in the wind (sorry, couldn’t resist).  The real answer:
As I’ve spent the past two days binge-listening PP & M’s catalog, 3 lines from one of
their coolest songs keep reverberating in my noggin.  They’ve made me realize - again -
the impact of this great chorus. (cont. Page 2)
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Here are 3 completely out of context lines from “Because All Men
Are Brothers”:

”Because all men are brothers, wherever men may be”
(Singing unites us, removes differences, and fosters good will
and community.  I wish all men could enjoy what we enjoy.
Let’s keep growing and evolving.)
“My brothers are all brothers, forever hand in hand” (In our
case, it’s arm-in-arm as we keep America singing every
Tuesday night.)
“Let every voice be thunder, let every heart beat strong”
(Makes me want to sing another tag and then yell “IT’S
GREAT TO BE A COMMODORE!”)

You are amazing people.  Here’s to another fabulous year singing
and serving together.  Thank you, my brothers (and everyone else
reading right now).
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   Director’s Corner With
Jamye Casperson



    
The Minneapolis Commodores are ready for a very busy 2025. If you will indulge me I’d like to take a brief
look backwards.  Among the many people we have to thank, and space doesn’t allow for all of them, I’d like
to highlight one individual, Shawn Hunter.  Shawn was the editor for the Minneapolis Commodores
CHORD-INATOR for 6 years.  In the publishing business that can seem like a lifetime. He understood quite
clearly that the editor’s role was to manage a journal that serves several purposes.  The Chord is an
educational tool, an informal news source, a place to record our history, and a journal that helps us celebrate
who we are, what we’ve achieved and just why we have so much darn fun singing and enjoying each others
company.  

Thank you Shawn, and I’ll try and keep your great work moving forward.

As you’ll see on the following pages, the Minneapolis Commodores and Minnehaha Academy, our gracious
hosts once again, shared the stage for a wonderful Holiday Concert.  The highly enthusiastic audience heard
a varied program that included the Commodore chorus, The Minnehaha Chamber Singers, and 11 other
groups in various configurations, from quartets to larger ensembles. Some of us were lucky enough to have
an opportunity to sing with the very talented singers from Minnehaha Academy. 
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Markin’ Time
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The Commodores at the 2024 Holiday Show

Hall Pass Quartet at the 2024 Holiday Show
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Spirito & BOMP at the 2024 Holiday Show

Minnehaha Academy Chamber Singers at the 2024 Holiday Show
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Dick and Marge
Riemenschneider were
honored at our recent Holiday
Show Afterglow with a
Proclamation and hearty
thanks from Tony Mason and
Steve Grady for all the work
they have done over the years
for our key fundraising activity
- The Commodore Nut Sale. 

Over the years they
persevered through 6 a.m.
“meet the delivery truck” calls,
losing their entire garage for
months on end, cooking up
gallons of chili for the hungry
nut baggers, and providing
loads of positive good will that
kept the operation going. 
 
After 18 years Dick was happy
to step aside and assume the
role of Nut Chairman Emeritus
wherein he will continue to
advise the new Nut Chairman,
Dan Williams, with all the
wisdom he has accumulated
over the years.  

Dick & Marge Riemenschneider
honored by the Commodores

Tony Mason
Dick R.

Steve Grady
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Recognition for Kaden Ofstad in BHS LivewireRecognition for Kaden Ofstad in BHS Livewire
You may remember that Kaden
Ofstad created an amazing poster
for our 80th Anniversary Annual
Show.  His poster shows every
Commodore member from our
inception in 1944 to 2024.  Kaden’s
accomplishment received
recognition from the Barbershop
Harmony Society.  The two pages
seen here (to the left and below),
along with the comments, were the
lead article for their November
14th Livewire Bulletin that is sent
out periodically to all BHS
members. As seen below, Livewire
chose to highlight the name of
Hoagy Charmichael who visited
the Commodores in 1950 (see
picture below) and was named an
honorary member of the chapter. 
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Barbershop “This or That” 
With the Commodores Tenor Section

Jamye Casperson



Sometimes it is the editor’s role to inform when something of interest crosses the desk.  While
some might see the following as worthy of publication, others might characterize it as something
that was unearthed from a bottomless grab bag of useless information, however on we go.
Following a little analyzin’, recognizin’, itemizin’, summarizin’, and realizin’ (notice I didn’t say
antagonizin’ although that judgement remains in your purview), I present what I view to be some
interesting, and possible life-saving information from an article that was published prior to the
recent holidays.   

Some research from the South China University of Technology indicates that songs with 120 or
more Beats Per Minute (BPM) have psychological and cardiovascular effects that increase the
likelihood that a motorist, while underway listening to music, will engage in dangerous driving
habits which can lead to an increased risk of a crash. 

The researchers concluded that drivers listening to light music, about 80 BPM or fewer,
changed lanes about 70 times an hour, while those listening to rock music (the “vehicle”
for study used here) made up to 140 lane changes an hour.  The “rock drivers” also
drove between 5 and 10 miles per hour faster on average.  Motorists listening to music
with 120 BPM or more were associated with an increased risk of an accident.  

So what does this have to do with me and the holidays you might ask.  An organization identified
Christmas songs as the most dangerous to listen to while driving.  The worst song of them all
(not Rudolph) turned out to be “Frosty the Snowman”.  It’s 172 BPM and “thump, thump, thump”
lyrics make this a high risk for drivers. The second most dangerous song, with 150 BPM, is
Mariah Carey’s, “All I Want for Christmas is You”.  “Santa Claus is Comin’ to Town”, “Let it
Snow, Let it Snow”, and several other holiday songs also start edging into the danger zone.

Consider yourself warned and rest assured that you now have quite a few months to prepare
yourself for a “No Frosty Driving Christmas” in 2025. You may want to look at some of your
favorite Barbershop up-tunes and see if they should be given a PG-17 driving rating as well (I’m
looking at you Freddie Mercury with “Don’t Stop Me Now”).

No Frosty While Driving

CHORD-INATOR.                                                 11                                                                    JAN - 2025



All copy and photos herein without a
byline as well as those opinions and
commentaries under their byline, are the
sole responsibility of the CHORD-INATOR
Editor and do not necessarily reflect the
views of the Minneapolis Chapter Board, its
officers, or the Barbershop Harmony
Society.

Minneapolis Chapter
Quartet Contacts

BOMP:  
     Mark Ortenburger....... 952.250.0968

CINEMATIX: 
     Steve Grady............... 952.334.7500

EAR DOCTORS:  
     TJ Striblen  ................ 224.306.9950
 
HALL PASS: 
     Dave Casperson  ....... 651.247.6319

JUST ONE MORE: 
     Nate Weimer  ............ 316.204.8756

SWYPE:  
     Mark Bloomquist  ...... 612.325.9349

Mark Ortenburger, Bulletin Editor 
10466 W Riverview Dr
Eden Prairie, MN. 55347
(952) 942-8382
markortenburger@gmail.com

 UPCOMING EVENTS

MCX           ..............  January 24         
(Opening for Minneapolis South H.S. Band Concert)

Valentines ................  February 14

BOTY Party (TBA) ...  June

Annual Show (TBA)... September

District Convention....  October 10-11

Holiday Show (TBA)..  December
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The Commodores meet
 every Tuesday at 7 pm:

Oak Knoll Lutheran Church
600 Hopkins Crossroad, Minnetonka 55305

Guests are welcome but please
contact us in advance so we can meet

you at the door
(Neal Mortenson nmortenson@usfamily.net) 

The Chord-Inator is available on the
Minneapolis Commodores website

minneapoliscommodores.org


