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“YOU BELONG HERE”

Yesterday I woke up and realized it was time to write my column for the CHORD-INATOR. It made me Smile,
because You Make Me Smile. But for once I wasn’t sure what to write.

It was a relatively Lazy Day, so I allowed myself  to think about all of  the incredible music we’ve sung lately, and
also to Daydream a bit. Still no topics. Terrible feeling, writer’s block. It was Drivin’ Me Crazy. So I took a minute to
meditate (Meditation is my Good Luck Charm) and to Have A Little Talk With Myself.

Anyhoo, apologies for the light cursing, but HELLO MARY LOU and SWEET CAROLINE!... That did the trick.

Good News. I decided to stick with my favorite topics: Being With You & being Happy Together. Writer’s block is
gone, and now I’m Feeling Fine. So Don’t Stop Me Now.

We are so lucky to have this hobby and to have each other. When I think of  those Poor Unfortunate Souls who
don’t have a community like this one it makes me sad. And it gives me a Warm and Fuzzy feeling to know that
every time we come together we are in for Something Good.

Once in a while people still ask why I sing with this venerable group. What a crazy question!  I’m like “Do You Hear
What I Hear?” “Do You Hear The People Sing?”

For the record: I sing because I can’t imagine not singing. Of  All The Things You Are, you are my safe space. As
Long As I’m Singing you are my friends and you can Lean On Me. You’ve Got A Friend In Me, and I in you. And I
get by With A Little Help From My Friends.

I know it’s The Impossible Dream, but how I wish I could have a full family and employment life and still be there
every week. Dunno about you, but when I miss even a couple of  rehearsals, I Am A Man Of  Constant Sorrow.

But isn’t it incredible to know that even if  we have missed for a while for whatever reason (i.e. being Home On The
Range due to illness, or being busy with work or family obligations, or living the snowbird life, or spending time On
The Road Again - perhaps passing the local YMCA on the Way Out West down Route 66 - or saying

(Cont. on Page 2)
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      Thanks for the Pictures In This Issue
                  Jamye Casperson
                     Kaden Ofstad
              Dick Riemenschneider
                  Mark Ortenburger   

 

“Goodbye My Coney Island Baby” or maybe even watching an Ebb
Tide (On A Slow Boat To China), as soon as we get back on the
risers we are home!

Together, we Accentuate the Positive. Together, we Keep America
Singing. It’s truly great to be a Commodore! 

PS - Yes, I know I missed more than a few recent repertoire songs. I
just wanted to quit while I was (sorta, almost) ahead. Bye Bye,
Love(s). See you soon.

It’s Great to be a Commodore!



This July issue of the CHORD-INATOR includes a number of different special annual
events that we like to commemorate. This focus doesn’t intend in any way to sell our
regular contributors short, who have once again stepped up to the plate and provided
some first class articles full of interesting information.

First and foremost the story that headlines our issue is the Commodores naming our
new Barbershopper of the Year for 2025 – Jamye Casperson. Congratulations are
certainly in order. I’ll let Dick Riemenschneider’s article detailing this special night tell
the story. Also, many thanks to Kaden Ofstad for the great pictures he took that
accompany the article. Both these contributors provide us with a great record of a
wonderful night and are much appreciated since your editor was off roaming the high
seas.
 
As part of our BOTY/Family and Friends Appreciation Dinner we also had a very
special treat for the attendees. The Happiness Emporium regaled us in song and
stories. As you may know, the quartet is celebrating the 50th year of their gold medals
as the 1975 International Quartet Champion for the Barbershop Harmony Society (nee
SPEBSQSA). The Commodores presented a special Lifetime Achievement Award
Proclamation to them (page 6) honoring their years of enriching lives everywhere with
their finely crafted harmonies. As you read this, the Happiness Emporium will be on
their way to Denver for the Barbershop Harmony Society’s 2025 Annual Convention
where they will be justly celebrated.    

Happy reading and as always, keep those cards and letters coming in.

CHORD-INATOR                                                       3                                                                    JULY - 2025

Markin’ Time
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JAMYE CASPERSON NAMED COMMODORES 2025
BARBERSHOPPER OF THE YEAR

Sunday, June 8th was a special day for the Commodores as 82 members and partners
and one party crasher enjoyed the Family and Friends Appreciation Night and BOTY
Celebration.

The event started with a social hour. The party goers engaged in conversation and some
tag or Polecat singing. The formal event started when 1975 International Quartet
Champions Happiness Emporium took the stage and presented a song set for our
entertainment. It was the general consensus from the crowd that, in the 50 years since
their championship, their skills have not diminished in the least and they are still more than
deserving of  their first place medals. Each member of  the Happiness Emporium was
presented with a Lifetime Achievement Proclamation (see page 6) that was read by
Commodore President, Tony Mason.

The event moved on to the dinner. The chorus members sang a rousing rendition of “Let
Me Call You Sweetheart” to our partners and then dinner was served. All attending heaped
lavish praise on the quality of the food at the venue, Mancini’s Char House.

The program commenced a fashionable 5 minutes late with Blake Wanger as emcee.
Blake thanked organizer Dan Williams for his efforts in putting the event together.  Each
significant other from the Happiness Emporium quartet was presented with a small token
of appreciation for their tolerance over the years of the men’s singing hobby.

Door prizes, gift certificates to Bachmans, were given away and the lucky winners were
Debbie Mason, Rosie Glover, and Karen Wentworth.

Finally, the plaque for the 2025 Barbershopper of the Year was read, accompanied by the
usual suspenseful speculation from the audience as the clues from the plaque started to
unfold.

                   (the article and the BOTY plaque continue on the following page)

By Dick Riemenschneider

And What a Party It Was



                  Congratulations Jamye on your well deserved BOTY!

The evening ended with much congratulations to the newly named BOTY followed by some
more tag and Polecat singing.

Oh, and that party crasher. It was none other than noted local musician Dan Chouinard,
son of  local barbershopper of  note, John Chouinard. John was a long time barbershop
singer and past Commodore member. His son Dan had not heard Happiness Emporium in
a while and decided to crash our party to hear one of  his favorite barbershop quartets. Dan
said he was happy he came to listen and the guys in the quartet were happy to see him in
attendance.
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A  PROCLAMAT ION
Inasmuch As, The Minneapolis Commodores have a special responsibility
to recognize and honor meritorious service;

And Whereas, The Happiness Emporium Quartet is celebrating a very
special year in 2025 - The 50th Anniversary of their being crowned
International Quartet Champions of the Barbershop Harmony Society
(nee SPEBSQSA) in 1975;
And Forsooth, Happiness Emporium has achieved truly legendary
status throughout the Society as generous, energetic ambassadors of
Barbershop harmony, emblemizing the undeniable truth that ringing
chords is, and always will be, the greatest game in town;

And Notfornaught, Our heroes decided that happiness and fun were a
well matched pair that led them to follow their fashion muse down the
yellow-brick road. And in a most unabashed and uncowardly way, created
yellow and white checked suits and an eye-popping smiley-face ensemble
that made them the envy of fashionistas everywhere;

And Verily, The foursome decided that they could broaden their reach
even further by creating the Good News Gospel Quartet, and in the process
became a beloved, soul-lifting gospel music group that performed far and
wide to appreciative audiences who always left Feelin’ Fine;

Be It Hereby Resolved, The Minneapolis Commodores are extremely
proud to present this Lifetime Achievement Award to our Brothers in
Song, the Happiness Emporium.

Presented on This Day Tony	Mason,	President



To the Commodores,

Thank you, thank you for the great hospitality we felt at the BOTY party last night. What a
nice touch to provide a gift card to our ladies… and one that they get to spend as they
wish. And, of  course we don’t often take them out enough to a classy dinner place like

Mancini’s!

I re-read the proclamation certificate/plaque last night (after getting back home to Lake
City), the one you gave to each of  the HE members. It was so perfect! I read it with some
laughter and some tears. My own Commodores BOTY award dated back to 1985. It is so
hard to believe it was 40 years ago! The creator of  my plaque was the doer of  all things
Commodores for many years. On the back of  the custom made plaque was one word in
small print, “Churchill.” We all stand on the shoulders of  the very few “Churchills” in our

world. The mold was thrown away with his passing.

Thanks again! We appreciated the good humor and the support we’ve enjoyed over the
years from the Commodores! As the new song we tried to sing before learning it says,

Enjoy Yourself, it’s later than you think!

Friends for life,
Rod Johnson, for the Happiness Emporium
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Editor’s Note: Rod’s 1985 BOTY
plaque. They just don’t make ‘em like

the used to.
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Past (and present) BOTY honorees

Tony Mason reads the Proclamation for
Happiness Emporium

Our talented emcee Blake Wanger

Dan Williams presents the BOTY

A very proud Dave Casperson
welcomes a new BOTY to the family

Special thanks to Kaden Ofstad for all
the great pictures from the event.

Just how many guys are in your quartet?



   Director’s Corner With
Jamye Casperson
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(continued on page 10))
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Dick  Riemenschneider’s

Commodore Chronicles

Volume 2
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Jim  Richards  Memorial  Chord Candy  #  151

"The American classic tune of  'It Had To Be You' is a mainstay among vocalists,
and it's definitely a favorite of  mine. It was originally arranged by Isham Jones with
lyrics penned by frequent collaborator Gus Kahn in 1924. Around that time, the
pair were known for popular dance hits, like 'Swingin’ Down the Lane,' 'Spain,' 'I’ll
See You In My Dreams,' and 'The One I Love (Belongs to Somebody Else)'. One of
the tune’s first recordings featured jazz vocalist Marion Harris. A couple of  months
after its release, the song became a No. 1 hit, featured in innumerable films,
including Casablanca, Annie Hall, and When Harry Met Sally. To this day, it has yet
to waltz out of  our hearts. But for right now, it's become this tag! Feel free to put
your swingin' shoes on, but take it real easy; it's not meant to be fast in any way.
This should be a very comfortable range for all the parts, especially nice and warm
for the basses. It follows a classic ii-V-I progression with a 'swoon-worthy' diddly
trio over a bass hanger at the end. The 'had-to-be' unison part needs to be
blended, not blasted--think: less is more! Tagmeister Richards could probably have
told you the physics of  why that works better for unison phrases, especially in
chorus settings, and it sets up nicely for the final couple measures. Each 'you'
chord goes in succession from a juicy C-minor-6, to a tasteful F7, then home to Bb.
Enjoy!"
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Youtube
by  Doug  Johnson

(Cont.  on  Pages  14  &  15)
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BOMP Quartet  had a chance to  participate in

Sheila Cole’s  wonderful  testimonial  she gave

about  her  husband and former  member,  Dan

Cole.   Dan  was  a donor  to  the Minnesota Lion’s

Vision  Foundation.   This  wonderful  organization

operates  through  the University  of  Minnesota

Ophthalmology  &  Visual  Neurosciences

Department.
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Around Town

The Commodores  had a Crazy  Hat  Night  at  our

regular  Tuesday  rehearsal.   Proud winner,  that’s

Bill  Dahl  on  the left,  narrowly  beat  out  Jamye

Casperson  and Dave Bechard.   Thanks  to  Bill

Albrecht,  wearing  a vintage 1980's  Harmony

College beanie,  for  the fun  event.

A number  of  Commodores  made the trip  to

Faribault,  Minnesota to  sing  at  a National

Quartet  Day  event.   Great  fun  was  had by  all.

Elevator  Music

Ad Hoc Quartet  –  Hall  Doctors?
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The Commodores  Perform  at  Benilde Saint  Margaret
by  Dick  Riemenschneider

On a rainy morning on May 20, twenty-one Commodores enter tained the student
body at Benilde Saint Margaret’s (BSM) High School. The occasion was the end
of  school year awards program for the junior and senior high school students.
The Commodores performed at BSM once before and that performance was well
received and as a result the student body has a soft spot in their collective
hear ts for the Commodores. Mike Jeremiah, our very gracious host and the
campus minister, was very thankful that the Commodores performed at their
event. The chorus sang three songs and each was received enthusiastically by
the audience of  students, faculty, and staff. The performance resulted in a
standing ovation by the audience at the conclusion of  the set.

As an aside, our host, Mike Jeremiah, is celebrating his 50th year as an educator
at Benilde Saint Margarets. He teaches theology and leads student retreats and
trips. He says he teaches many of  his former students' children. He also states
“if  he star ts to get former students' grandchildren in his class, he may have to
consider retiring.” Quote credit WCCO TV.
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The 2025  Northern  Pines  Harmony  Brigade
The Minneapolis  Commodores,  as  usual,   were very  well  represented at  this  year’s  Harmony

Brigade.   Entertainment  for  the gala Saturday  night  show  was  provided by  the Brigade Chorus,  our

own  Just  One More,  and,  as  rumor  has  it,  a certain  quartet  (Kordal  Kombat)  who  will  be the

Commodores  headliner  at  our  Annual  Show  in  September.

The Commodore participants

Kordal  Kombat

The Winning  Quartet.   See any  familiar  faces?

Just  One More

Randy  Rogers  leads  the Brigade chorus
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Bill Albrecht’s Craft Corner
Bill Albrecht, an accomplished Barbershop

director, has graciously started to share some of
his knowledge during our Tuesday rehearsals.
Shown below is a Circle of Vowels that can be
used to practice using the correct vowel sound.
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Barbershop  “This  or  That”

With  the Commodores  Baritone Section

Jamye Casperson

Get ready to learn more about the Commodores baritone section in a fun and quirky
way! We asked them to choose between some tough options in a classic 'this or that'

game."

Tags or Polecats?
Tags: TJ, Wigley, Harly

Polecats: Rick A, Carlotto, Bloomquist (once we learn them correctly)

Quartet or chorus singing?
Quartet: TJ, Harly, Rick, Bloomquist, Carlotto

Chorus:
“BOTH”: Wigley

Outfits: Matching or individual style?
Matching: TJ, Harly, Rick, Wigley, Carlotto, Bloomquist

Individual Style:

Classic Tag or Unexpected Twist:
Classic: Wigley, Rick, Carlotto

Unexpected: TJ, Harly, Bloomquist

Key change—love it or leave it?
Love it: TJ, Rick, Harly, Bloomquist, Carlotto, Wigley

Leave it:

Ballads or Uptunes?
Ballads:

Uptunes: Wigley, Rick, Carlotto, TJ, Bloomquist
“Uptunes at first, ballads once you nail it” Harly

Classic barbershop or contemporary arrangements?
Classic: Rick

Contemporary: TJ, Harly, Bloomquist, Wigley (He’s evolving)
“Barbershop arrangements of  contemporary songs”: Carlotto

(cont.  on  Page 21)
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(This  or  That  cont.  from  Page 20)

Learning by ear or sheet music:
By ear:

Sheet Music: TJ, Carlotto, Wigley

“That’s a tough one. If  I were on a deserted island and I could only choose
one, I’d say learning by ear. If  I have a quartet on that island to sing with me,
I’d want sheet music. Realistically, I would want both because using all your

senses makes more sense”: Rick A

“ It's very helpful for me to hear the music, but I think the sheet music is very
important for the technicalities (timing, etc.)”: Carlotto

“That is a hard one. Varies depending on the song. I will say sheet music
because it is the ultimate necessary crutch”: Bloomquist

Stay tuned…next issue Barbershop This or That with the Basses (anything
can happen!)



All copy and photos herein without a
byline as well as those opinions and
commentaries under their byline, are the
sole responsibility of the CHORD-INATOR
Editor and do not necessarily reflect the
views of the Minneapolis Chapter Board, its
officers, or the Barbershop Harmony
Society.

Minneapolis Chapter
Quartet Contacts

BOMP:  
     Mark Ortenburger....... 952.250.0968

CINEMATIX: 
     Steve Grady............... 952.334.7500

EAR DOCTORS:  
     TJ Striblen  ................ 224.306.9950
 
HALL PASS: 
     Dave Casperson  ....... 651.247.6319

JUST ONE MORE: 
     Nate Weimer  ............ 316.204.8756

SWYPE:  
     Mark Bloomquist  ...... 612.325.9349

Mark Ortenburger, Bulletin Editor 
10466 W Riverview Dr
Eden Prairie, MN. 55347
(952) 942-8382
markortenburger@gmail.com

 UPCOMING EVENTS
July 15   Minnetonka Summer Concert

Juy 16.   Lakeville Summer Concert

July 31   Roseville Summer Concert

Aug 11  Maple Grove Summer Concert

Aug 12  Como Summer Concert

Sept 11 Tech Rehearsal, Minnehaha A.

Sept 13  ANNUAL SHOW

Oct 10-11  LOL Convention, Mpls

Dec 13   Holiday Show, Minnehaha A.
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The Commodores meet
 every Tuesday at 7 pm:

Oak Knoll Lutheran Church
600 Hopkins Crossroad, Minnetonka 55305

Guests are welcome but please contact us
in advance so we can meet you at the door

(Neal Mortenson nmortenson@usfamily.net) 

The Chord-Inator is available on the
Minneapolis Commodores website

minneapoliscommodores.org


